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Court: Ex-presidents have immunity

Justices’ ruling dims chances of another
Trump trial before the November election

By Mark Sherman
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Monday ruled
for the first time that former
presidents have broad immunity
from prosecution, extending the
delay in the Washington criminal
case against Donald Trump on

charges he plotted to overturn his
2020 presidential election loss
and all but ending prospects the
former president could be tried
before the November election.

In a historic 6-3 ruling, the
court’s conservative majority, in-
cluding the three justices ap-
pointed by Trump, narrowed the
case against him and returned it

to the trial court to determine
what is left of special counsel
Jack Smith’s indictment.

President Joe Biden said in re-
marks Monday night that the
public had a “right to know”
Trump’s role in the Jan. 6, 2021,
insurrection. That probably
won’t happen now until after the
election.

“I know I will respect the lim-
its of presidential power as I have
for the three-and-a-half years,
but any president, including

Donald Trump, will now be free
to ignore the law,” he said.

The ruling reflected a muscu-
lar view of presidential power,
and left dissenting judges to crit-
icize it as undermining a core
democratic principle that no per-
son is above the law.

The court’s decision highlight-
ed how the justices have been
thrust into an impactful role in
the November presidential elec-
tion. Earlier, they had rejected ef-
forts to bar him from the ballot

because of his actions following
the 2020 election. The court last
week also limited an obstruction
charge faced by Trump and used
against hundreds of his support-
ers who stormed the Capitol on
Jan. 6, 2021. The split among the
justices also in many ways mir-
rored the political divide in the
country.

“Under our constitutional
structure of separated powers,
the nature of presidential power
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Former Houston police officer Gerald Goines speaks to his lawyers, Nicole Degrade Hochglaube, left, and Molly Bagshaw
before the start of jury selection in his felony murder trial on Monday, more than five years since the fatal Harding Street raid.

Jury selection for Goines trial begins

By Nicole Hensley
STAFF WRITER

The trial of former Houston
police officer Gerald Goines on
felony murder charges stem-
ming from the deadly Harding
Street narcotics raid began
Monday with lawyers polling
would-be jurors about their
ability to remain impartial.

Several prospective jurors
raised their hands to say they

recognized Goines from news
reports — and more chimed in
after a juror referred to him as
“Officer Goines.” No one in the
court identified him as the law
enforcement official until that
moment.

One woman, who lawyers
struck from their roster, said
she has kept tabs on develop-
ments in the Harding Street
turmoil since the no-knock
warrant was carried out in Jan-
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uary 2019.

“I'm not sure I can be fair,”
she said.

Many of the jurors who
shared her sentiment were also
struck.

Prosecutors and Goines’ de-
fense team will interview 42
potential jurors — whittled
down from the 120 they started
with — one-on-one to deter-
mine whether they will return
for his trial in September. The

lengthier jury selection process
is typically reserved for death
penalty cases but has also been
used in high-profile trials, such
as the Antonio Armstrong Jr.
capital murder trial held last
year after two hung juries and
attempts to ferry the case to an-
other county.

The trial comes more than
five years since the Pecan Park
raid that left Dennis Tuttle and

Goines continues on A6

A&M’s
Sharp

to retire
next June

By Samantha Ketterer
STAFF WRITER

Texas A&M University Sys-
tem Chancellor John Sharp will
retire next summer after 14
years steering one of the na-
tion’s largest higher education
systems — leaving behind a fur-
ther-reaching operation than
he took on and cementing his
place among the most influen-
tial leaders in the institution’s
history.

Sharp will exit June 30, 2025,
as the system’s longest-serving
chancellor, Texas A&M offi-
cials said Monday. A politician
by trade, he was hired in 20mn
with the expectation of working
only five years. He stayed lon-
ger, during which time he
boosted the athletics program’s
standing among  national
brands, made A&M a house-
hold name for research and
built out the system with more
than $u billion in infrastructure
projects.

After his retirement, Sharp,
73, will move to Austin to spend
more time with his children
and grandchildren.

“Leading this grand enter-
prise has been one of the great
privileges of my life,” the chan-
cellor said in a letter Monday to
system employees, regents and
elected officials. “I feel a deep
sense of gratitude to all of you
who have shown confidence in
me and contributed to our col-
lective endeavor. Together we
have lifted the Texas A&M Sys-
tem to historic heights.”

Sharp continues on A3

Some HISD parents, teachers opposing $4.4 billion bond

By Megan Menchaca
STAFF WRITER

Several Houston ISD teachers,
parents and community mem-
bers say they are planning to cast
their first-ever vote against a
school bond if the district puts the
$4.4 billion bond package devel-

oped under state-appointed Su-
perintendent Mike Miles on the
ballot in November.

Critics recognize that this is
one of their most powerful oppor-
tunities to voice their opposition
to the state takeover, the replace-
ment of HISD’s elected board
members, concerns over finan-

cial accountability and a lack of
trust in district leaders, especially
Miles.

Jackie Anderson, president of
the Houston Federation of Teach-
ers, said the largest teachers
union in HISD has never op-
posed any of the district’s past
four school bond proposals — un-

til now. She, like other bond op-
ponents, has adopted the rallying
cry of “No trust. No bond,” to
stress to district leaders that
much more must be done before
they’d ever consider voting for
the proposal.

“This is a very difficult position
for the union to take and for

teachers to take,” Anderson said.
“We know that our schools need
work. We know that, but because
our collective voices and democ-
racy have been stripped away
from us, this is our only chance to
express our disapproval at the di-
rection that our
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The World Needs More Energy.
Through a New Merger, Energy Data Firm TGS
is Perfectly Positioned to Meet the Challenge

The world needs more energy.
This year, global oil and liquid
fuels consumption is forecasted
to reach 103 million barrels per
day, a figure only expected
to increase. At the same time,
energy substitutes such as wind,
solar and geothermal have yet
to grow at the pace needed to
substitute oil and gas. Finding
new frontiers and maximizing
existing production will be vital
for meeting the world'’s energy
needs.

TGS, the world’s leading provider
of energy data, is excited to
announce its acquisition of
PGS, a complementary energy
data company, creating a global
energy data powerhouse that
will provide the bedrock for our
energy future. As of July 1st,
2024, PGS is now part of TGS.

“It feels great to be able to
officially announce our merger
with PGS,” says TGS CEO
Kristian Johansen. “At TGS we
have a lot of respect for PGS’
leading technology position
within our industry. Combining
that tech with TGS’ strong
balance sheet and global
subsurface data library creates
a winning combination.”

Headquartered in  Houston
and Oslo, Norway, TGS is
already known for its vast
data library and leading ocean
bottom node (OBN) seismic
technology, making the
company a strategic and vital
partner  supporting energy
exploration and production
around the world. Adding the
power of PGS seismic streamer
technology and vessels allows
the newly rebranded TGS to fill
in any remaining gaps in its data
solutions to comprehensively
confront critical issues in today’s
energy markets.

“Most  energy  companies
are facing rapidly declining
reserves and the pressure on
finding the next Guyana is
increasing,” Johansen explains.
The key, he says, is better data
and cutting the cycle time to
first oil. By combining TGS/
PGS’ modern, subsurface data
library with existing data in all
major basins—both  mature
and frontier—while adding
its leading technologies for
acquiring and processing new
data, the new TGS is poised to
become a strategic partner for
all the major energy companies,
helping them with the data and
insights they need to meet the

critical challenges faced by the
energy industry.

TGS has won awards and
recognition in Houston and
globally for its sustainability
performance, diversity and work
environment for its people. Its
merger with PGS only furthers
this vision for the planet’s
sustainable energy future.

“One of the key goals of the
new company is to continuously
improve  our  sustainability
performance and ensure we
have a diverse and innovative
workforce as we believe this
is what helps us be one of the
best workplaces for energy,”
Johansen says. “This merger
allows us to continue to build
upon our key sustainability
objectives of ensuring best-in-
class quality, health and safety
in our operations; promoting
diversity and inclusion within the
industry and within our global
workforce; providing innovative
data, insights and solutions that
support companies in providing
energy security around the
globe; and collaborating with
stakeholders on developing
technology and solutions that
derisk and promote responsible
energy exploration and
development.”

The new branding combines the
heritage of the two companies,
maintaining elements of the
PGS brand alongside the TGS
name, while also supporting
a progressive and innovative
outlook, ensuring that the new
companyremainsattheforefront
of the energy sector. While TGS
continues to be traded on the
Oslo Exchange, the company is
now also qualified to trade on
the US OTCQX Best Market.

The move cements TGS’ position

as a truly global
supporting energy
around the world.

operation
industries

“By cross-trading on both the
Oslo Exchange and the OTCQX
in the US, TGS will provide
additional long-term value to our
shareholders through increased
transparency, accessibility
and trading volumes, which
ultimately contribute to the
sustained growth and success
of TGS,"” Johansen says.

The world needs more energy,
and high-quality data is key to
finding the most efficient energy
sources. Through this merger,
TGS is uniquely positioned to
address this challenge.

slogan is

“Our corporate

‘Energy starts with us’,” says
Johansen. “Being able to build
the world’s largest and most
diversified energy data company
by combining the best of two
very strong companies is a huge
task, but equally rewarding.”

Explore the new TGS at tgs.com

Kristian Johansen, TGS CEO

Energy Starts With Us
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